Sermon Discussion Guide

Series: Apostles' Creed wk4: Conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary
June 28, 2026

Big Idea

@ Followers of Christ are called to adopt His mindset by emptying themselves of pride, status, and self-

interest in order to serve others with humility.

A2
Icebreaker

When have you felt most cared for because someone chose to show up and be present with you? What
cost(s) did they incur to do so?

Discussion Questions

1.

Read Luke 1:26-38. Every choice carries a cost. What choices did Mary have here and what were the costs?
What choice did she make? What is something currently before you that you need to make a choice
regarding? What would the choice look like if obedience to the Lord was your chosen response and top
priority?

Now how about Jesus? Read Philippians 2:5-7. What is meant by “incarnation”? Per the reading, what
costs; sacrifices did Jesus willingly embrace by incarnating for our redemption? Why is the incarnation
foundational to our redemption?

In Philippians 2:5 Paul tells believers to have the same mindset as Christ. Examining and reflecting upon
Philippians 2:6-7, what are aspects of this "same mindset" that we are to have? Share Initial personal
thoughts on each of them? What does it look like in one’s life when they DO NOT have this same mindset?

Read Hebrews 4:14-16. Considering this verse, fill in the following blank from a main point in the sermon:
Jesus being h is foundational. How does knowing that Jesus understands human weakness and
suffering affect the way you approach Him in prayer & daily life? What are your thoughts regarding the
temptations these verses mention that Jesus stayed strong under? Does that encourage you? If so, how?

Read Mark 9:35. . Considering this verse, fill in the following blank from a main point in the sermon: The
incarnation invites us to be s . In your workplace, family, school, church, or community, where are
you most tempted to seek recognition or advancement? What would servant-hearted leadership look like
in that setting?

Read John 3:26-30. In sacrificing, we gain everything. Have you ever experienced greater joy, purpose, or
spiritual growth through serving others or giving something up for Christ? What does Jesus’ promise of life
through self-giving mean to you personally?

Concluding Question
Identify one area that you feel convicted to "empty yourself" this week (i.e. pride, comparison, ambition, comfort,
control, etc.. Share that within the group.
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Prayer

Pray for one another regarding the responses to the Concluding Question. Also pray for a safe summer for all

kids and families; especially lifting up graduating Seniors and their next steps in life.



