Sermon Discussion Guide

Series: Apostles' Creed wk5: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried

July 5, 2026

Big Idea
Jesus willingly suffered, died, and was buried as the perfect and final sacrifice for our sins so that we could

be forgiven, freed from sin, and brought into a restored relationship with God.

A2
Icebreaker

1.

What'd you do on the 4th or for that celebration weekend?

Discussion Questions

Read Luke 19:37-38 & 23:18-25. What changed among the crowd between these scenes, only separated by
mere days? How do we, today, sometimes do very similar things before Jesus when we choose sin or
maybe seek the approval of others?

Where do you find yourself most tempted to follow the crowd instead of following Jesus? What practical
step could help you remain faithful to Christ this week, even if it means standing apart from others?

Read Luke 23:32-34. What was Jesus' sentiment regarding those toward His crucifiers? Why and how was
Jesus able to do this? Many people struggle more to receive God's forgiveness than to understand it
intellectually. Is there a past failure, recurring sin, or lingering guilt that you need to surrender to Christ and
trust Him to forgive? What keeps you from fully embracing His grace?

Read Luke 23:32-34. Paul tells believers to have the same mindset as Christ. Examining and reflecting upon
Philippians 2:6-7, what are aspects of this "same mindset" that we are to have? Share Initial personal
thoughts on each of them? What does it look like in one’s life when they DO NOT have this same mindset?

Read Ephesians 4:31-32. Who in your life is difficult to forgive right now? What would it look like to take
one Christ-like step toward forgiveness—not necessarily ignoring wrongs, but releasing bitterness and
entrusting justice to God?

Read Luke 23:35-46. Jesus willingly died to free us. Read Galatians 5:1. What area of your life still feels
controlled by fear, shame, pride, or sin? How does remembering Christ's sacrifice encourage you to walk in
the freedom He has already won for you?

Read Luke 23:44-53 & John 19:33-34 & Hebrews 10:19-22. How...and how often do you intentionally take
advantage of the direct access you have to God through prayer and worship? What habit could you begin
or strengthen this week to spend more time in His presence?

Concluding Question

If someone watched the way you lived this past week, what evidence would they see that Jesus' sacrifice has

cha
you

AW

nged your life? What is one specific act of obedience, service, generosity, or witness you feel God calling
to this week in response to His love?

Prayer

Pray individually and silently thanking Jesus for His willingness to be the perfect sacrifice for your sin. Then
pray together, asking God to help the group live as people who have been forgiven, set free, and welcomed

into His presence through the death and resurrection of Christ. Pray for our nation & its leaders as well.



