Sermon Discussion Guide

Series: Apostles' Creed wk9: Jesus shall come to judge the living & the dead
August 2, 2026

Big Idea
@ Because Jesus is both our Savior and our righteous and just Judge, we are called to honor Him with lives of

genuine faith that begin living for His Kingdom now.
P
Icebreaker

If you could instantly become an expert judge in one area of life (food, sports, movies, music, barbecue,
etc.) what would it be and why?

Discussion Questions

1. When you hear the word "judgment," what's the first word or image that comes to mind? Read John 5:21-
23. What emotions or thoughts initially come to mind when you hear that there is in fact a final judgement
coming of both the living and the dead? How does this truth either challenge or encourage your view of God?

2. ReadJohn 5:22-23. First note, who is the Judge? Read Romans 8:1. In reflecting on this, any change to some
of your responses to Question 1 above? Going back to John 5:23, what word is repeated? In your everyday
life, what does it practically look like to honor Jesus & not just with words, but with your priorities, decisions,
and relationships? Read Colossians 3:17. Identify one area of your life where you sense God calling you to
honor Him more intentionally this week.

3. Read John 5:24-25. What would you say is the difference between simply hearing about Jesus and truly
believing in Jesus & why would you say such? In what way(s) have you observed change in another who has
truly believed? In what way(s) have you most recently realized change in your own life through truly
believing? Where is God inviting you to trust Him more deeply right now? Read James 2:17-19. Share initial
thoughts on, or responses to, this passage (what is good about it along with what could be the "shadow side"
or potential pitfall of it?).

4. Re-read John 5:24-25. According to this reading, is eternal life something that has started now or that we
await or both or what?!?! Share also, with your thoughts on this, why you think such & are your thoughts
Scripturally or personally based? Read Philippians 3:20-21. If you truly believed that you are already living as
a citizen of God's Kingdom, what would change about the way you approach your work, family, finances, or
daily routines? Share one habit or mindset you could adopt this week that reflects Kingdom living today.

5. Read Romans 5:8-11. What does this strongly passage remind us of regarding the One who is our Judge? In
other words, what else is He for us? How does knowing this (which is the Gospel) work to motivate your
obedience differently than fear or guilt may?

Concluding Question

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. Be honest, did you need to hear, or be reminded about the hope found in Jesus this
week? Who is someone in your life who needs to hear about this hope found in Jesus? Are you the right/best
person to be God's vessel for this or does it need to be someone else?

é\\\i) Prayer

Pray the names of those who came to mind in the Concluding Question, including that God would soften their
hearts and bring along just the right messenger.



