Sermon Discussion Guide

Series: Apostles' Creed wk13: We believe in the resurrection of the body, and life-everlasting.

August 30, 2026

Big Idea
Because Jesus promises our resurrection & life-everlasting, we can grieve with hope, stand firm in our faith,

and give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord.

A2
Icebreaker

What’s something you are looking forward to experiencing again this fall (a place, a tradition, an activity, or
a simple moment)? And who, do you perhaps look forward to experiencing it with?

Discussion Questions

1.

Using The Message (MSG) translation of the Bible, read 1 Corinthians 15:35-38 (MSG). How does such a
tangible word picture help you to start to understand the mystery of our promised resurrection? How does
it help you to grow in your trust of God for what He will do? Where in your life do you find it difficult to trust
God with what you can’t yet see, and how might the picture of a seed becoming a plant strengthen your
faith?”

Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. Identify the four contrasts between our present bodies & our resurrection
bodies that Paul points out. Which of these contrasts gives you the most hope, and how could that hope
change the way you approach a difficulty, disappointment, or limitation you’re experiencing right now?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. With what kind of tone, or demeanor, does Paul seem to be communicating
here and how may that impact our reading of this? Why is considering that impactful or important? How
does believing that your future is secure in Christ affect the way you think about your body, aging, suffering,
or death today?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-56. Where do you most need to live as someone who has been given victory
through Jesus rather than as someone who is controlled by fear, anxiety, or the power of death? What might
that look like practically this week?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:58. How here does Paul connect our future hope of resurrection directly to how we
live right now (with what words; what does this mean)? What is one area of serving Jesus where you’ve
become discouraged, tired, or tempted to pull back. What would it look like to stand firm and/or remain
faithful in this instead? If you genuinely believed that “your labor in the Lord would not be in vain” (as you
appropriately should) what would be one thing you would do differently over the next month?

Concluding Question

Read John 11:33-36. This is amidst the scene where Jesus' friend, Lazarus has died. Jesus knew Lazarus would be
raised, yet Jesus still what? What does Jesus’ response teach us about how Christians can experience grief and
hope at the same time? Is there a loss or goodbye in your life where you need to give yourself permission to
grieve while still holding on to hope?

\“\\‘) Prayer

As we head into September begin praying for the many Fall initiatives of the church (i.e. The Core All-Church
Journey, Various Retreats (Youth, Men's, Women's), and several Heal & Disciple-Making Ministries) that will
be happening/kicking-off. Lift them...leaders & attendees...up!



