
 

 

 

SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Pizza & Wings:  A Taste of the Familiar 
Week 2: It’s Our Birthday, Pentecost!  

Acts 1:1-8 & 2:1-4, 42-47 
May 31, 2020 

 
Big Idea 
The gift of the Holy Spirit that offers us the ability to be intimate with God needs to be opened, celebrated, and 
familiar. 
 
Opening Questions 
1. What is your best birthday celebration memory? What are some “familiar” things that are a part of 

you/your family’s, birthday celebrations (a tradition or a food/dessert, etc.) that make that day special?  
 

General Sermon Thoughts/Questions 
1. When you think of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) is there one that you would say you are most 
familiar with, relate to the most, or have learned more about than the others? Any that you were or are 
unfamiliar with or didn’t learn about early in your faith?  

 

2. Have you ever considered that as Christians we should hold the Day of Pentecost as the second most 
important birthday celebration ever?  Why or why not?  Do you see it more this way after the sermon?  
What are some practical ways in which we could recognize this important day each year? 

 

Key Scripture Questions 
1. Read Acts 1:1-8. Do you recall how Pastor Ken mentioned the importance of the grammatical tense in which 

Luke opens his writing with?  What tense is it in (hint: it is not in the past tense) and what does that 
encouragingly communicate to us?  How does realizing what that communicates personally encourage you?   
 

2. What does the question that the followers of Jesus ask him reveal about them? What did they totally miss 
that he was trying to tell them regarding what was about to occur? As we see his response to them (vs 7-8) 
what does that tell us about God (hint: 2 Peter 3:9)? Have you had an experience where in retrospect you 
totally missed what God was trying to tell you?  

 
3. The sermon referred a lot to the idea of the gift of the Holy Spirit that was initially offered at that 1st 

Pentecost. In looking once again at Acts 1:8 what is the description and purpose of this gift? Have you 
personally experienced this? What has it looked like for you? 

 
4. Read Acts 2:1-4. Note what the physical manifestations of the Holy Spirit coming were.  What is the 



 

 

significance of these two descriptions and where else in the Bible do you recall these physical 
manifestations of God being mentioned? 

 
5. A main point of the sermon is that what was birthed on the Day of Pentecost was our individual ability for 

intimacy with God.  Read Galatians 5:13-26. What are you thoughts about the fruit of the Spirit and how that 
empowers what verse 13 implores us to do with our freedom? Now read Acts 2:42-47 and recap from it the 
collective ability the Spirit gave the early church to live out “serving one another humbly in love”. Can you 
think of any examples of where you are seeing Christians/Watermark Wesleyan living out Acts 2:42-47 
through the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Application Questions 
1.  What do you think the Holy Spirit may be saying to you through this sermon and/or our 
discussion?   
2. What is something God wants you to now do? 

3. Beyond prayer for each other is there a way we can help each other apply what God is showing us? 
 
Prayer Time 
Dear Heavenly Father, this week’s sermon and discussion were a great reminder of the significance and 
importance of the Holy Spirit of God gifted on the first Pentecost and to me and all believers.  Please lead 
me to more fully press into Your Holy Spirit. Please lead those around me who are believers (the Church) to 
further press into Your Holy Spirit so collectively we experience and see You and Your work among us more 
and more resulting in our awe and wonder. Amen.  


